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Mr. Cooper
There are three poisons which kill sound criticism, love, hate, and envy. Beware lest through too much love you should make public what might better be kept concealed. As you are guided by love, so others may be influenced by other passions. Between the blindness of love and that of jealousy there is indeed a great difference in origin, but not always in effect.



-Francesco Petrarch (1304-1374)

Petrarch’s Biography from Wikipedia.com

Edited by Mr. Cooper
Petrarch spent much of his early life at Avignon and nearby Carpentras, where his family moved to follow Pope Clement V who moved there in 1309. He studied at Montpelier (1316-20) and Bologna (1320-26), where his father insisted he study the law. However, Petrarch was primarily interested in writing and Latin literature.

When his father died in 1326, Petrarch returned to Avignon, where he worked in numerous different clerical offices. This work gave him plenty of time to devote to his writing. With his first large scale work, Africa, Petrarch emerged as a European celebrity. In 1341 he was crowned poet laureate in Rome, the first man in nearly 1000 years to be given this honor. He traveled widely in Europe and served as an ambassador. During his travels, he collected crumbling Latin manuscripts and was a prime mover in the recovery of knowledge from writers of Rome and Greece. Among other accomplishments, he commissioned the first Latin translation of the famous Greek poet Homer (author of the Iliad and the Odyssey) and personally discovered a collection of Roman thinker Cicero's letters not previously known to have existed. Criticizing what he believed to be the ignorance of the era in which he lived, Petrarch is credited with creating the concept of the Middle Ages as the “Dark Ages”.

On April 26th, 1336 Petrarch together with his brother and two other companions climbed to the top of Mont Ventoux (6,263 ft). He wrote an account of the trip, composed considerably later as a letter to his friend Francesco Dionigi. At the time, it was unusual to climb a mountain for no other reason than the experience itself. Therefore, April 26th, 1336 is regarded as the birth of mountain climbing.

The latter part of his life he spent in journeying through northern Italy as an international scholar and poet-diplomat. Petrarch's career in the Church did not allow him to marry, but he did father two children.
Although he was a devout Catholic, Petrarch is credited by many as the father of humanist philosophy. Petrarch is also well known for his Italian poetry.
Works

Petrarch is best known for his Italian poetry: notably the Canzoniere and the Trionfi ("Triumphs"). However, Petrarch was an enthusiastic Latin scholar and did most of his writing in this language. His Latin writings are quite varied and include scholarly works, introspective essays, letters, and more poetry. Unfortunately most of his Latin writings are difficult to find today. It is difficult to assign any precise dates to his writings because he tended to revise them throughout his life.

Philosophy

Petrarch, more than any other man, is credited with inspiring the humanist philosophy which led to the intellectual flowering of the Renaissance. He believed in the immense moral and practical value of the study of ancient history and literature - that is, the study of human thought and action. While humanism later became associated with secularism (being separate from the church), Petrarch was a devout Christian and did not see a conflict between realizing humanity's potential and having religious faith. Many of his writings were seized upon by Renaissance humanist philosophers and argued continually for the next two hundred years. 

Legacy

In November of 2003, it was announced that pathological anatomists (people who study dead bodies – you’d find these kind of people on CSI) would be exhuming (digging up) Petrarch's body from his casket in order to verify 19th century reports that he had stood 1.83 meters(About 6 feet), which would have made him very tall for his period. The team also hoped to reconstruct his cranium (skull) in order to obtain a computerized image of his features. Unfortunately, DNA testing in 2004 revealed that the skull found in the casket was not his, bringing up the obvious question of where Petrarch’s skull might be. The location of his skull is still a mystery and probably will be forever.
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Mr. Cooper

 Petrarch and the Birth of the Renaissance

Question 1: Yes, I know the language is weird and awkward looking, but explain what the part in italics is trying to say. Think of “sound criticism” as meaning the kind of scientific and logical thinking that we value in school.

Question 2: If you haven’t mentioned it yet, what does the quote from Petrarch say is something that love and jealousy have in common?

Question 3: Aside from his own writings, in what other significant way did Petrarch contribute to the knowledge of his time?

Question 4: It could be argued that Petrarch was a man of contradictions. Mention two facts that would illustrate this belief.

Question 5: Why did scientists dig up Petrarch’s body? Do you think that his body should have been dug up for the reason the article says? Why or why not?

Question 6: When do you think Petrarch’s skull was replaced with someone else’s in his casket? Do you think anybody has the skull and knows what they have, or is the skull really lost forever? Explain your choice.

